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Abstract:

The present survey was designed to investigate the perception of health risks among college students in
China. The data are the responses of a sample of 3,069 college students at one university to surveys that
include measures of several dimensions of public judgments about fifteen specific hazards. Chinese college
students conveyed their concerns as falling into three broad categories: Environmental (e.g., global
warming, natural catastrophes, the ozone hole, air pollution, chemical pollution, pesticides in food),
Technological (e.g., nuclear power stations, thermal power, genetically modified food, medical X-rays), and
Social (cigarette smoking, drinking alcohol, overtime study or work, mental stress, motor vehicle accidents).
The data were collected with a self-report questionnaire. Descriptive statistics were used to illustrate the
levels of perceived risk according to the percent of "high risk" responses as well as the mean response
values. Generally, the hazards that were perceived as posing the greatest health risk were those belonging
to the social health risks; items related to technology risks received the lowest percentage of "high health
risk" rankings. Traditional environmental risks such as natural catastrophes, pollution issues (chemical
pollution, air pollution), and pesticides in food were ranked as being relatively high risks. The respondents
were less concerned about new emerging issues and long-term environmental risks (global warming). In
this survey, motor vehicle accidents were considered to be a "high health risk" by the greatest percentage of
respondents. Generally speaking, the female respondents' degree of recognition of health risks is higher
than that of male respondents. Only for the item of smoking was the male respondents' degree higher than
that of females. There is also a geographic imbalance in the health risk perceptions. The degree of
recognition of health risks from respondents in municipalities is generally lower than that of respondents
from other areas except for items such as natural disasters, smoking, medical X-rays, and mental stress,
which are exceptions.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Other Communication Audience: College Students

Exposure :  
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: China

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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